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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

RESOLUTION NO. 81-1

STATEMENT OF INTENT REGARDING THE ISSUANCE OF WASTE DISCHARGE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PROPOSED SAN LUIS DRAIN DISCHARGE

WHEREAS, this Regional Board, on February 20, 1964, adopted Resolution
No. 535 prohibiting the discharge from the proposed San Luis Drainm in

the San Francisco Bay Region until the discharger submits evidence and
assurances satisfactory to this Board that the proposed discharge will
not adversely and unreasonably affect the receiving waters for any of

the beneficial uses being protected by this Board; and, ..

WHEREAS, in June of 1979, the San Joaquin Valley Interagency Drainage’
Program (IDP) final report documented the need for a valleywide salt
collection and disposal plan, provided a preliminary analysis of
possible alternatives and identified the need for detailed studies

of outstanding envirommental issues; and,

WHEREAS, the Water and Power Resource Service (WPRS) requested, in
letters dated October 19, 1979 and August 21, 1980, the State Water
Resources Control Board (State Board) to provide them with the
process for developing the information necessary for waste discharge
requirements; and, .

WHEREAS, the State Board has stated its intent to develop and issue
waste discharge requirements for the San Luils Drain discharge in
consultation with the Central Valley & San Francisco Bay Regional Boards;
and

WHEREAS, the State Board at a special Board workshop on November 12, 1980
identified how the IDP report would be used and outlined the State Board
process for issuing waste discharge requirements for the proposed San
Luis Drain discharge to the San Francisco Bay-Delta estuary; and,

WHEREAS, on March 17, 1981, the State Board held a public hearing to
receive comments on the interim guidance for facility design purposes
and on specific information to be included in the report of waste
discharge that will be issued to WPRS; and,

WHEREAS, on February 18, 1981, this Regional Board, in a public meeting
heard and considered all comments regarding this matter and requested
staff to provide appropriate alternatives for consideration at the
March 18, 1981 Board meeting; and,

WHEREAS, on March 18, 1981, this Regional Board, in a public meeting
heard and considered all comments regarding this matter; now,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the position of tﬁe Regional Board regard-
ing the process for issuing waste discharge requirements for the
San Luis Drain be as follows:




A,

c.

D.

This Regional Board requests that the State Board, in close
coordination with this Regional Boatrd, assume the lead role in
the development, revision, renewal and enforcement of waste
discharge requirements for the proposed San Luis Drain into the
San Francisco Bay-Delta estuary.

That the State Board and the San Francisco Bay Regional Board shall
hold a joint public hearing to consider draft waste discharge
requirements for the San Luis Drain to the San Francisco Bay-Delta
estuary and which shall include whether the discharger has provided
evidence and assurances that the proposed discharge will not
adversely and unreasonably affect the receiving water for any of
the beneficial uses being protected pursuant to the then current
"Water Quality Control Plan, San Francisco Bay Basin".

That prior to adoption of waste discharge requirements, both the

State and Regional Boards shall find that the discharger has provided
evidence and assurances that the proposed discharge will not adversely
and unreasonably affect the receiving water for any of the beneficial
uses being protected pursuant to the then current "Water Quality
Control Plan, San Francisco Bay Basin"; said finding shall determine
vhether adequate enforcement mechanisms exist to enforce strict and
timely compliance with the adopted waste discharge requirements.

That by copy of this Resolution the Regional Board is formally
transmitting to the State Board its specific concerns relative

to the San Luis Drain discharge set forth in the February 22, 1979
letter attached herein. .

I, Fred H. Dierker, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a
full, true, and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional
Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on March 18, 198l.

FRED H. DIERKER
Executive Officer

Attachment:
Letter dated February 22, 1979
to Louis Beck from Fred H. Dierker



* STATZ OF CALIFORNIA—RESOURCTS AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Gevernar

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD Phone: Area Code 418
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION _ 4841233
¢ JACKSON STREET, ROO/A 6040 .

WAND 94607

February 22, 1979

Louis A. Beck, Director ~ P$lo No. 1130.00
San Joaquin Valley . .

Interagency Drainage Program . o

1490 W, Shaw Avenue  Suite F ' ‘ _ -
Fresno, Ca 93711 : :

Daar Mr, Dock:

It is ovr vnderstanding that before Congress will authorize a valley drain, it
will xequixe a Jetter of intent from the State of Califcymia to the effect that
- the State will adopt discharge reoquircments. Since it is probable thut 2 valloy
drain wvould discharge within the San Francisco Bay Region, this Board would
: either adopt discharge requircments itself or concur with that acticu taken
by the State Water Resources Control Board. In either event before disciaarge
requirements are adopted or before a letter of intent to adept discharge
. requirerments is approved by our Poard, several issues will necd to be resolved.
.. We have discussed these with you and the State Board staff over the last
cichtezn months and we arc fully aware that you are procecding to resolve then.
The purpose of this letter, thereifore, is to outline owr conccrns in ordzsr
that they may be included in the public hearing record.

i The following listing summarizes our concerns:

J) . Impacts of a drain discharge on municipal angd jxdustriel wvetor
intidies in the Pitichurc-intioch arca,

2) Toxic impacts of a drain discharge on aquatic organisms in the
Suisun Bay. _

3) Eutrophication problems particularly in confined azreas around the
periphery of Suisun Bay duz to increcascd nitrate concentrationse.
Also, possiblec dissolved oxygen depletions in the receiving watex
due to BOD loadings,

: Municipal and Industrial Water Sunnlies

The discharge of a valley drain at Chipps Islend will decrcase the normal

length of time cach yecar that the Contra Costa County Water District will be
ablo to divert water at their Mallard Slough intake. This may also bc a problem
with other appropriative water uscers in the Pittsburg-Antioch arca. Before
recommending this Board approve a letter of intent to adopt discharge require-—
uwents, I will cxpect the Department of Water Resources and the Burcau of
Reclamation to resolve the question of an altermate water supply for the Water
District and other local appropriative users.



Iouls A. Beck ) 2= Fobruary 22, 1979

Toxic Mapacts in Suisun Bay

The discharge of heavy metals and pesticides into Suisun Bay may adversely

- affect aquatic oryanisms. DBased on existing data wa do not oxpect a problem.
HBowever, the data base is limited and eumulative impacts axe not known. With
complction of the toxicity studics that are beirng planned, we hope to be able
to bettcr define potential impacts in the rceceiving waterx.

Potential Eutrophication and Oxyvacn Depletiens in Suisun Bay

Nitrate loadings from tho agricultural drain will rosult in increased algzl
growth in Suisun Bay. While adverse impacts would nomaally not be expected to
occur in open waters, we arc concernced about possible algal growth preblers
in confined areas at the periphery of the Bay and also during those
infrequent periods when nitrogen limits growth, We hope that Dr. Oswald's
vork will demonstratc that significant cenitrification and nitrate uptake
by vegetation in the drainage/marsh system will occur. Because the actual
nitrogen loading to Suisun Bay will not be knowvn until after the drain is in
operaticn, we cxpect Congress to include in its initial authorization funding
of facilities to rcmove nitrogen from drainage water in the eveat that algal
problcis cccur,

While we do not anticipate dissoived oxygen problews in Stisun Bay due to the
agricul+ural drain, we will exgect further study to estimate oxygen demand
doading to Suisun Bay and result;rg dissolved oxygen deplcetions in the
receiving water.

Becauvse of the wictcrtainties relating to p,gglc hezlth and environmental quality

in the Delta-Suisun RBay area, the initial funding commitmant must provide
for a detailed monitoring prcgram, additional treatrment or disposal needs,
and operational flexibility so as to obviate any concerns with the discharge
once it becomes functicnal and its effects on bencficial uses have been
deterined. Operational flexibility must include provisions for termination
of thc discharge during the period that additional treatmcnt or disposal
facilities may be required to be constructed.

We recognize the importance of obtaining an'eventual solution to the drainace
problem in the San Joaguin Valley and will help in any way we can to rcsolve
questions pertaining to the impacts of a valley drain discharge into Suisun
Bay. It should be noted that our Board has indicated that a solution to

the agricultural drainage problem in the San Joaquin Valley should be part

of comprechensive state wide water resources planning. The Board questions the
rcasonableness of constructing a valley drain until questions pertaining to
ground water management, efficient irrigation practices, delta protection,

and possibly, an acceptance by agricultural uscrs of reclaimed water from

the Bay Area have been included in the planning processe.

. Sincercly,
¢¢: Larry Walker, Exccutive Director
Wator Quality, SWRCH _ g ; )
P, O, Box 100 e AL 'Z4fdkﬁc¢2zc__.,
" Sacramento, CA 95801 ) FRED ll. DITRKER

Rogional Board Mombors Exccutivo Officer



